[image: ]
PROBUS CLUB OF ARARAT
Incorporation #A0003724B.
NEWSLETTER- Mar 2026
ISSUE 209
P.O. Box 258, Ararat 3377  www.probusararat.com Secretary Ann 0417328631
Email: a.sullivan3@bigpond.com
Greetings Probians. Welcome to the March 2026 Newsletter. I trust the Newsletter is finding you keeping well!
Welcome to the March Presidents Report.
The February Meeting was well attended, and members were treated to quite a few surprises. First up was our member, Harry Collins who received an Australia Day Award: Volunteer of the Year Category  for his work in helping Refugees settle into Ararat. Harry thanked everybody who had contacted him offering congratulations.
I was very pleased to induct two new members into the Club. Teresa Reid and Carmel Beer. I know you both will enjoy your time in our club and the members will get to know you as the year progresses.
Unfortunately, we lost one of our long serving members- Alan Grant. Our thoughts go out to Bertha and his family during this sad time. A Memorial Service will be held at the John Dunn Memorial Chapel on Thursday, February 26 at 11.00 am.
At our February meeting we had our annual members talks and we were treated to three different and entertaining talks from Pam Wright, Irene Gellie and Stan Payne. When they finished, I  am sure we know quite a lot more about their backgrounds and even a little "scandal". Thank you very much for  your presentations.
Once again , please read through your copies of the proposed new Constitution and Standing Orders. We vote for their adoption at the March Meeting.  Also, March is the A.G.M. I look forward to seeing you all there.
Ian Holwell  President

APOLOGIES
            To be phoned or texted prior to the meeting to Secretary Ann on 0417328631
	
THE NEWSLETTER WILL BE A BRIEF AFFAIR FOR MARCH AS THIS IS THE LAST NEWSLETTER FOR THE PROBUS ARARAT FISCAL AND COMMITTEE YEAR.
PLEASE FIND ENCLOSED 
MINUTES OF THE 2025 AGM
MINUTES OF THE FEB 2026 GENERAL MEETING

Probus Club of Ararat Annual General Meeting March 6th 2025

Meeting opened at 10.01 a.m.                	Present 45
President Joy Wheeler thanked everyone for coming.
Guests: Irene Gellie.
Apologies: Tim Andrew, Marlene Davidson, Mark Harrison, Lawrie & Val Tonkin, Neil Coates, Anne Shalders, Anne & Barry Joyce, Marg Carmichael, Alan & Bertha Grant, Marlene Poon, Norm Clark.
Moved John Hunt   Seconded Sonia Smith  Carried.
Minutes of the Annual meeting 2024 were circulated with the newsletter.
Moved Glenda Hurstfield    Seconded Pauline Weeks   Carried.

Business Arising:
Statement of Receipts and Payments for the Year ending 31st December 2024 were presented by Treasurer Glenys Andrew.
Glenys Andrew moved that on the recommendation of the Committee that the Club membership remain at $50.00 per active member and $15.00 joining fee. 
Seconded John Hunt    Carried
President Joy Wheeler then presented her annual report.
Seconded Rod Smart     Carried.

The meeting was then handed over to Richard Fisher to officiate for the election of office Bearers for 2025-2026. Richard thanked Joy and all the Committee members for their work over the year. Nominations did not exceed positions vacant.

The following were elected:
President: Ian Holwell
Vice President: Pauline Weeks
Secretary: Ann Sullivan
Assistant Secretary: Maureen Smart
Treasurer: Glenys Andrew
Committee: Glenda Hurstfield, Tim Andrew, Rod Mc Clurg, Ken Richie, Joy Wheeler – Past President.
Richard then asked Ian Holwell to come forward to be nominated as Club President. He presented Ian with the Collar of Office, President’s pin and badge. Richard handed the meeting over to the new President Ian Holwell, who presented the new committee with their appropriate badges. 

Meeting closed: 10.25 a.m. 

Ann Sullivan Secretary  							Ian Holwell President.
PROBUS CLUB OF ARARAT GENERAL MEETING 12/02/’26
Meeting commenced: 10.00 a.m.
Present: 46.
Welcome: President Ian Holwell welcomed all to the meeting; referencing the recent very 
welcome rain.
Apologies: Terry Holwell, Mark Harrison, Jan Porter, Verna & Ambrose Joyce, Rodney Byron, Ray Hurstfield, Bertha Grant, Pauline Weeks, Anne & Barry Joyce, Allan Wall.
Moved Chris Clark   Seconded Harry Collins  Carried
Birthdays: Sonia Smith, Rod McClurg, Chris McIntyre.
Visitors: Glenda Hurstfield introduced Teresa Reid and Harry Wheeler introduced Geoff Wilkinson. Carmel Beer.
Ian Holwell congratulated Harry Collins, who was awarded Highly Commended in the Volunteer of the Year category at the 2026 Australia Day Awards. Harry has assisted refugees in Ararat. Harry thanked everyone, who had contacted him, congratulating him on his award. 
Lunch – Sicilians – 29.
Ian Holwell inducted new members, Teresa Reid & Carmel Beer, into the Club. 
Minutes of the last meeting were received and also the Recommended Constitution & the Standing Resolutions.
Moved Jeanette Hawley  Seconded  Joy Wheeler  Carried
Correspondence December 2025, January 2026.
Inwards : Probus South Pacific – Wendy Wu Tours. P.S.P.L. – Membership Update.  P.S.P.L. – Information re Amplifon hearing Test. P.SP.L. – 50th Anniversary Promotions and Logos. P.S.P.L. – Michael Ransom re Bondi shootings’ impact on people. P.S.P.L. – forthcoming public web page for each club on P.S.P.L. website. Thank you card from Daryl & Anne Marshall for Probus Ararat condolences on the passing of their son, Robert.  P.A.V. – Information re Friendship Day 20/3 Paynesville. C.A.V. – information re submission of annual statement. P.S.P.L. – re leaving to Sydney Children’s Hospital Foundation “something”in your will. Madelene Townsend – Moyston – dates of the Moyston Sheepdog Trials – 12th-14th March – morning tea and lunch will be available. P.S.P.L. – Management Committee Update. P.S.P.L. – Levande Retirement Living Information Sessions. P.S.P.L. – 50th Anniversary – Club Activities & Promotion Kit. P.S.P.L. – Coach Holidays & Tours Deals. Probus Victoria – dates for information days. P.S.P.L. – Active Retirees.  P.S.P.L. – Special Travel Edition.  P.S.P.L. – 50th Anniversary Kit.
Outwards: Nil.
Moved Maureen Smart   Seconded Nancy McClurg  Carried
Treasurer’s Reports 
December 2025 Balance B’Fwd. 771.45. Income Pauline Weeks (Christmas Lunch Shortfall)- 90.00. $861.45. Expenditure Bank Transaction Fee 1.75, Aust. Post Stamps (Newsletter & Welfare) 34.00 Sicilians (Ian Holwell paid for guest speaker) – 27.00 Blue Moose Probus pins 70.60 Probus Christmas Lunch 2 x guests, 2 x paid cheque to Probus Ararat, 3 payments not received 210.00 $343.35 Bank Statement & Cash Book Balance $518.10 Fixed Term Opening Balance $ 2692.81 Reinvested to 25 May, 2026 Interest Rate 4% Closing Balance $2692.81 Petty Cash Opening Balance $52.87 Bon Bons Christmas Lunch 32.00 Christmas Lunch Chocolates 32.50 Christmas Decorations Lights 14.50 A4 Certificate Frame 12.00 Total $91.00. Closing Balance $38.13
Moved Glenys Andrew  Seconded Anne Shalders  Carried
January 2026 Balance B/Fwd $518.10 Income Nil Expenses 1 x Lardners Name Badge11.50 Refund to Pauline Weeks 90.00 $101.50 Cash Book & Bank Statement Balance $416.60 Fixed Term Opening Balance $ 2692.81 Reinvested to 25 May, 2026  Interest Rate 4% Treasurer’s Petty Cash  Opening Balance $38.13 Stationary (Finance Report Book) 1.90 
Closing Balance $40.03
Moved Glenys Andrew  Seconded Harry Wheeler Carried
Glenys Andrew presented the following:
Probus Club Of Ararat Inc
Budget 2026
Known Expenses	
Rent	$970
Probus South Pacific	 $1300
Probus Association Affiliation	$46
Consumer Affairs	$49
Post Office Box	$160
Website	$246
Consumer Affairs (Constitution costs)	$183
Total Known Expenses $2,954



Estimated Expenses
Stationery & Stamps	 $150
PROBUS merchandise (pens, stubby holders, pins, certificates)	$100
Members attending functions on behalf of Ararat Probus	 $50
Guest melas	$100
Function costs	$100
Attending the Probus Information Day Ballarat x 1 person	$25
Meeting morning teas	$350
Petty Cash (Treasurer)	$200
Miscellaneous	$250
Bank Fees	$5
	Total Unknown Expenses $1,330
	
Total Estimated Expenses 2026	$4,284

Anticipated Income
Membership based on 65 members @ $50 	$3,250
Membership based on 65 members @ $55	$3,575
Membership based on 65 members @ $60	$3,900
Donation from Camps Committee 	$200
Donation from Bowls Committee 	$200
	
	
Shortfall at $50 per member (including donations of $400)	-	$634
Shortfall at $55 per member (including donations of $400)	-	$309
Surplus at $60 per member (including donations of $400)	+            $16

Glenys Andrew noted:
•	The work of the sub committee in relation to Consumer Affairs Victoria’s reduced fee - $183.10 – for the registration of Clubs’ Constitutions.
•	The donation of $200.00 respectively by the Camps’ & Bowls’ Committees to the general account. A total of $400.00.
•	The Management Committee had passed the following – Membership fee – 2026/2027 - $60.00, and the joining fee - $20.00.
•	That some clubs charge for morning tea per meeting. This would make the overall cost of membership more expensive.
•	That the Club would no longer purchase wreaths for Anzac Day and Remembrance Day, as Joy Wheeler had offered to make them. This reduces costs by $120.00 per annum.
Glenys thanked Rod McClurg for auditing the books. The books were correct.
Glenys opened the books.
Harry Wheeler proposed that the cost of travel to Ballarat for Probus Information Days be paid by the Club. This will be put to the Management Committee.

Reports
Publicity Ian Holwell noted that there was nothing yet for 2026.
Camps Rod McClurg said that 46 were attending the Nagambie Camp. All is in order. Information will be available at the March meeting (5th). Rod asked members to be aware of using the correct bank account for camp deposits.
Bowls Rod McClurg noted that Rhonda Wall is now the Singles Ladies Champion at Chalambar Golf Club. Rod reported that there would be 3 teams going to Warrnambool on the 20th March. The Ararat Tournament would be on the 30th of March. The Hopetoun Tournament will be in mid-April. Harry Wheeler has so far raised $2000.00 in sponsorship donations for the Ararat Tournament. Harry said that sponsors had been very happy to donate. Joy Wheeler said that she and Helen Molloy would be asking for helpers to prepare afternoon tea for the Ararat Tournament. Joy requires 6 slices and 6 helpers.
Website Rod McClurg said that the annual fees had been paid.
Welfare Joy Wheeler said that it was good to see Irene & Kerrin Gellie at the meeting, Val & Lawrie Tonkin and Norm Clark. Ray Hurstfield has been unwell. Verna Joyce is to have a hip operation. Joy announced the sad news that Bertha Grant had rung to say that the family had been called for Alan, and that she would no longer be at Probus. Kerrin Gellie said that he had received a great report about 2 weeks ago. He thanked Probus members for all their support over the past 2-3 months.
History Maureen Smart has included photos of the Christmas General Meeting with the Ararat West choir, and the Christmas Lunch, plus January’s Picnic in the Park. A photo of the presentation to Joy Wheeler of her Life Membership and an article has been sent to “The Advocate”. 
Syllabus Ken Richie said that today would be members’ talks. He noted that the 10th of April General Meeting would be held at the Maroona Historical Centre. Kerrin & Irene Gellie would “look after us”. 
Tim Andrew referred to the 2025 Members’ Survey as a reference point for the proposed Tag Along Caravan Trip – 5th/6th May. This trip would be an overnighter. Harry & Joy Wheeler and Tim & Glenys Andrew had researched a trip to Rainbow.
Day 1 
•	 Yuranga Homestead – tour & lunch ($25.00).   
•	Rainbow Silo.
•	Evening meal at a licensed café.
 Day 2
•	Lutheran Church – recital on a 140-year-old organ – Pella Pipes & a talk by the Minister - $5.00 donation. 
•	Lunch at Rainbow
Accommodation – Rainbow Caravan Park: powered site - $29.00, unpowered - $25.00.
Tim asked for a show of hands of members who would be interested in this trip. Approximately 6 or so members indicated their interest.
Newsletter Tim Andrew – under way.
Moved Sonia Smith  Seconded  Jeanette Hawley  Carried

General Business
Ian Holwell noted that Club Members had received copies of the Recommended Constitution & the Recommended Standing Resolutions, which would be voted on at the General Meeting, 5th March. He said that the General Meeting would precede the A.G.M. on the 5th of March.
Ann Sullivan reminded members that Proxy Forms needed to be received by her 48 hours prior to the commencement of this 5th March meeting.
Joy Wheeler put a motion to the meeting that Tim Andrew’s extensive work re the reduction of the fee to Consumer Affairs Victoria for Clubs’ Constitutions be noted in the books.
Moved Joy Wheeler Seconded  Harry Collins  Carried
Rhonda Wall inquired as to where members paid their March membership fees. Glenys Andrew responded that fees should be paid electronically into the Club’s bank account. Glenys would provide more details in the next newsletter.
Meeting Closed 10.50 a.m.
Next Meeting 10.00 a.m. 5th March.
Secretary  Ann Sullivan      President  Ian Holwell.

Ken Richie introduced the following speakers: Pam Wright, Irene Gellie and Stan Payne.
Pam Wright 
Related the story of she and her sister’s discovery that their maternal grandfather was Leslie Theodore Taylor – Squizzy Taylor. Pam and her sister grew up in Hampton, where her maternal grandparents occupied a bungalow in the back yard. Their mother, Lorna Loretta Henry, eventually revealed her true maiden name – Taylor – due to a concern re paperwork when she passed away. Pam’s grandmother had escaped Squizzy and gone into protection. She met Harry Richardson Henry, a widower, and lived with him. 
Irene Gellie outlined her life’s journey:
•	Born in Creswick – 1952
•	Had a sister, Rhonda.
•	Attended Creswick State School & Ballarat East High School.
•	Enjoyed bike riding, tennis, netball.
•	Employment – Bank of Australasia – Ballarat Bridge Mall, 3 years as a junior clerk, then the Sturt Street Bank and the C.B.C.(now N.A.B.), Ararat, A.N.Z., N.A.B. Retired – 2010.
•	1st car – Blue Datsun 120Y
•	Met Kerrin at St Pat’s Hall dance. They married on the 8th January, 1977.
•	She & Kerrin had 2 sons- 1981 – Darren, 1984 – Cameron. They have 4 grandchildren.
•	Apart from tennis her other passion is football, barracking for Melbourne.
•	She and Kerrin have travelled overseas to China, Italy, France & Japan, plus many cruises.
•	2016 – joined the Bowls Club.  
•	Life on the farm has been a challenge.
•	2025 – she & Kerrin won the Ararat Volunteers’ Award
Stan Payne outlined his life’s journey:
•	Born in Dimboola, 22/12/1956.
•	Attended kinder & primary school – Dimboola, then Dimboola Memorial High School.
•	Left school in 1973 – went to Melbourne; lived in West Footscray.
•	Employment – 6 months as junior station assistant at Tottenham, then Serviceton, S.A. – 6 years.
•	He met Merilyn at Serviceton. They were married there on the 27th March, 1982.
•	1982 – he transferred to Ararat.
•	He and Merilyn have 2 children – Joel & Kira.
•	Post railway employment he worked with Alan Grant at Prestige, Seppelts for 12 years and in the Prison System for 15 years. 
•	Played football, cricket and tennis. Recently took up lawn bowls.
Ken Richie thanked the speakers for their talks.


Camps  - not long until we are off to Nagambie.  Camps committee are dotting the i's and crossing the t's with arrangements, all will be revealed at the meeting on March 5th. Those attending will get directions about paying the camp contribution, travel details and a full rundown on what we will be up to on our annual camp. A reminder that a final payment to Nagambie Lakes Caravan Park is required a couple of weeks prior to the camp.
Bowls  - we have entered 3 teams for Warrnambool Probus Bowls on Friday March 20th. Players will be notified by email in the upcoming weeks.  Our own tournament is on Monday March 30th. Flyers have been sent to participating Probus Clubs, and we will be accepting entries up to Monday March 23rd, 2026.
Harry has been contacting  our sponsors, and all is in readiness for another successful day at Ararat Bowls Club.
Cheers Rod
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	10.00am. This is a combined meeting, including the AGM. 
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MEMBERS, PLEASE NOTE THAT THE MARCH 5TH MEETING IS A COMBINED GENERAL AND AGM MEETING
PLEASE MAKE AN EFFORT TO ATTEND THIS MEETING,
· ELECTION and APPOINTMENT OF NEW COMMITTEE
· DISCUSSION and VOTING on NEW CONSTITUTION and STANDING RESOLUTIONS
YES, ITS THAT TIME OF THE YEAR AGAIN PROBIANS MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE DUE $60 per member.  PAYABLE BY THE 23RD MARCH 2026
Payment by the following,
Online EFT via Bendigo Bank transfer to Probus Club of Ararat using
BSB 633000 Account Number 144517661 please put your name as the reference in order for us to process your payment.
OR
Pay directly to Bendigo Bank Barkly Street using the above BSB and ACCOUNT numbers. Please advise the teller at time of processing, that your name is required as the reference in order for us to process your payment







TAG ALONG OVERNIGHTER
TO
RAINBOW






HI PROBIANS DON’T MISS THE TAG ALONG OVERNIGHTER TO RAINBOW. AS A RESULT OF THE CLUB SURVEY, YOU WANTED SHORT TRIPS IN VANS AND NOW IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO TAG ALONG ON OUR FIRST TRIP AWAY.
DEPARTING ARARAT TUESDAY MORNING THE 5TH OF MAY 2026 OVERNIGHT IN RAINBOW ON TUESDAY, RETURNING TO ARARAT ON WEDNESDAY 6TH OF MAY AFTERNOON.

WE HAVE PLENTY ON THE TO-DO LIST
· LUNCH AND A TOUR OF YUTUNGA HOMETSEAD
· LATER THAT AFTERNOON OFF TO THE RAINBOW SILO. THE SILO COMMITTEE HAVE SPENT A $2 MILLION GRANT ON REFURBISHING THE SILO WITH THE FEATURE BEING, VIEWING PLATFORMS AT DIFFERENT HEIGHTS ON THE SILO THEY HAVE ALSO CONSTRUCTED AN ELEVATOR. FURTHER ON INTO THE AFTERNOON A DASH OUT TO THE ALBACUTYA SILO FOR A VIEWING.
· NEXT DAY A DRIVE OUT TO THE PELLA LUTHERAN CHURCH. THE CHURCH AND SCHOOL HOUSE ARE OVER 115 YEARS OLD. THE FEATURE OF THE CHURCH IS A 498 PIPE ORGAN THAT WAS ACQUIRED BY THE CHURCH IN 1970 AND BOUGHT BACK TO PELLA. THE ORGAN IS FULLY FUNCTIONING AND WILL BE PLAYED ON OUR VISIT.
· COST FOR ALL TOURS AND VISITS AND LUNCH AT YURUNGA HOMESTEAD ONLY $35 P/HEAD
· PLENTY OF ACCOMMODATION OPTIONS BUT THE STAND-OUT IS THE RAINBOW CARAVAN PARK PLENTY OF POWERED SITES AND BOASTS A CAMP KITCHEN AND A NEW AMENITIES BLOCK $29 A NIGHT

More details to come but if you are interested in going please lodge your expression of interest with Harry or Joy 0409529726 or Tim or Glenys 0458532656 spots filling quickly.
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