Probus Club of Ararat. Newsletter July 2023. Issue 178
Sponsored by Ararat Rotary.          Peter Kaczynski, Newsletter editor.
President Joy Wheeler’s Report. Through bleary eyes I write this. What with football, The Ashes, Tour de France and now Wimbledon life is very busy. Just call me “Norm, the all-round sports person “. And I know I’m not the only Probus member in a similar situation. (But aren’t we lucky that our country can be and is involved all around the world in such activities.
(And wasn’t our last guest speaker a breath of fresh air. Elia Purtle had us eating out of her hands. So much knowledge and so much input into her vocation, one couldn’t help but admire her. (Some of you may have noticed some gaps were in our website. Rod has done a great job “cleaning” out, as we didn’t want to go to the next stage and pay a lot more for this . (So thankyou Rod for tidying up while on holidays.
(How lovely it was to see new faces at our last meeting. And we are so looking forward to seeing you again. 
(To any of our members feeling off colour or have been in the hands of our medical professional people, we think of you and wish you well . (Stay warm and happy.  Joy

Bowls report from coordinator Harry Wheeler After a long and protracted investigation by the Bendigo Bank into the business of the Ararat Probus Bowls Group, we have finally been able to create a Term Deposit in the name of the Bowls Group for the next four months. Please note that this lengthy process has not been the fault of our local branch staff. They have been very professional and helpful but to fulfil the new government requirements relating to clubs has not been an easy task. Hope you are all well, and those members who have moved north are enjoying their break. Cheers Harry 

Morning tea roster for July. The meeting morning tea will again be prepared by two of our ladies who they themselves are used to enjoying morning tea at some of the most exclusive restaurants here and on the continent. Nothing but the best for these two as they don’t come cheap. (Chris Clark and Sonia Smith are on duty this week, and it would be appreciated Chris and Sonia if you would bring a litre of milk, please. (Again, on the roster, if anyone is unavailable, please organise a replacement from the emergency list or swap with another member. Thanks Chris and Sonia.
Emergencies.  Neil Billett, Marlene Poon, Pam Kaczynski, Anne Shalders, Jim Van Raaphorst, Harry Wheeler, Tim Andrew. If you notice we need further supplies, please ring Glenys Andrew 0400 699 198

Guest speaker.  Syllabus coordinator Ken Richie as we speak and read, has taken over the role as town bully on the beach kicking sand in the face of weaklings at beautiful Emu Park just 21km south of Yeppoon in sunny Queensland.  Before he left though he arranged yet another great speaker for our July meeting. Probian David Haddow will introduce a former cadet student of his from the Ararat Tech. Rod Lewin now a retired Army Musician. Rod has now returned to the Ararat fold after an extensive time in Townsville. In my own discussions with a former military tattoo colleague of his, Rod was described as an experienced drummer / horn player with a heart of gold. It will be a great opportunity Probians during question time to ask Rod how Mr Haddow during class compared with an overbearing army drill sergeant. (Rod Lewin will be good so don’t miss it.
Lunch. After the meeting this week, Secretary Maureen Smart advises that lunch has been booked at the RSL, names and numbers to be taken at the general meeting. Hope you can make it.
Rod Smart. You may have heard on the reliable Probus grapevine that Probian Rod Smart was in hospital in Melbourne having a pretty serious heart job done and now being the newest member of the Probus “zipper club”. The very good news is that Rod is back home, been for a walk and going well no doubt under the marvellous care of Maureen. She is looking forward though to the time Rod can get back out in the shed etc instead of being under her feet annoying her. (Well done Rod hope you can make the next meeting. 
Great trip and only just starting. Probians John and Mieke Hunt have joined the lucky ones of our group who have ventured north away from the terrible Victorian weather. After heading north to the Murray, they went west for a total of around 600km to the Overland Cnr Hotel in the Riverland of SA. Like numerous others they drove straight past the fruit disposal bin on the highway. (John is a great negotiator, but even he couldn’t talk the fruit inspector out of issuing him a fine for not disposing the oranges they were carrying. But onwards, the Overland Corner Hotel is a pub built out of limestone in 1856 and is one of the oldest standing structures in the state, and it certainly has a ton of history behind it, and now has great food and cold beer.   (For caravanners and campers the pub offers free camping at the rear. Unfortunately, it was Wednesday, and the pub is closed on Wednesday. (The publican had to go and pick up his dog. John offered to keep the pub open, but the offer was declined. But no doubt after sampling some of the local Barossa Valley wines John and Mieke would have to be on their way. So even at the marvellous Flinders Ranges they will have hardly scratched the surface as their trip overall will be around 3500km. (Presently they are passing Marla and will be in Alice Springs tonight (Sat) They will be heading further into the Northern Territory and Katherine for a start. (From Katherine, no doubt John will be laying back on a banana lounge at the Mataranka Thermal Pool while Mieke with gentle loving fingers rubbing sunscreen over that Hunt sinewy body   If John is up to it after all that, they head for Daly Waters with its usual 33deg temperature being their final destination perhaps. (John has a good mate there with a barramundi fishing charter on the Daly River. For the Hunts everything is organised, the weather, the barramundi, everything, even the notorious Daly River crocodiles. (Not sure about you other Probians but I wish I was there. 
From Dianne Radford via Secretary Maureen Good afternoon, Ararat & District Community Organizations/Clubs. This year 2023, Legacy is 100 years of supporting veterans’ families - an outstanding achievement and to celebrate this milestone the Legacy Centenary Torch Relay, presented by supporting partner, Defence Health is currently underway around Australia and will be here in Ararat on Saturday, 9th September  Volunteers are needed in Ararat to support our local torch bearers along the way, especially those who are advanced in age,  and with tasks such as registration and perhaps driving the mini buses.  In Ararat, the estimated requirement is 25, to date three people have registered, so we would like to invite fellow community organisations/clubs to perhaps assist us with a few of your members putting their names forward to lend a hand. Volunteers need to be 18 years of age and will be required to be registered to involved in the relay itself and will be provided a t/shirt and cap to be identified. The Torch Relay will start at 10am from Ararat Legacy House (AME/18 Gordon St) and will finish in the Alexandra Gardens about 12.30pm. If you are able to assist you can register  with Perfect Events through the   website:  www.legacytorchrelay.com.au/volunteer  - (alternatively if you can add names and required information to the Registration Sheet  held by Maureen  PS: Ararat Legacy is at the moment, planning a number of additional activities on the day to enhance this national and exciting event, and we hope the Ararat and District community will come on board and celebrate with us.

Newsworthy Grants. Probians Alan and Bertha Grant are others who are enjoying the weather and atmosphere up north set up on the Gold Coast. (As you know Granty is very careful with his money, and is always on the lookout how to save a dollar and even at this stage has yet to open his last pay cheque when retiring from Prestige 20 plus years ago. (A couple of true examples of how Alan is saving money on their trip to Queensland. He hates paying money to Telstra, so far better to leave his mobile phone on the kitchen table as he leaves for Queensland, only to discover he has done that when in central NSW. (That will teach Telstra he reckons. (On a big trip like they are doing fuel is a major cost. They drive a whiz bang diesel 4WD and at Echuca Granty noticed that unleaded fuel was much cheaper than diesel fuel, so not letting the fuel companies put it over him, he filled up his diesel vehicle with unleaded fuel. Good vehicle he has got getting as far as Mathoura NSW 45km away before it said, “( Mr Grant you shall remain here”. 
Peter Kaczynski, Editor.
 

From acting secretary Harry Wheeler 
Probus Club of Ararat General Meeting June 8th, 2023
Meeting opened at 10:00am            Present 43 members.
President Joy Wheeler opened the meeting and welcomed all members.

Guests    Phil and Zofia Dawes introduced by John Hunt.  Mark Harrison introduced by David Haddow.

Apologies   Rod and Nancy McClurg, Maureen and Rod Smart, Mick and Rose Dowd, Barbara Hope, Rhonda and Roger Spratt, Ken Richie, Jeanette Hawley, Richard Fisher and Jan Porter.  Moved by Ray Hurstfield and Seconded by Ian Holwell that apologies be accepted. Carried.
Birthdays     Mieke Hunt

Minutes of the last General Meeting May 11th were circulated with the newsletter. Moved by Norm Clark and Seconded by Neil Billett that they were a true and correct record.   Carried

Business Arising   Nil

Correspondence    Inwards   Probus Victoria Delegates Meeting. Bendigo Bank Statement to Treasurer Glenys Andrew. PSP Updated membership List. PSP Active Retirees May 2023. Probus Victoria Friendship Day Ballarat Turf Club 2/10/23. Email from Rod McClurg re reports. PSP Discover Probus. PSP Recent Board appointments.

Outwards   Emailed reply to Moya Carroll (Digital Literacy Support Officer Ararat Rural City). Mailed registration form/cheque to Ballarat Goldfields Probus. Provided feedback to RSL re last month’s lunch. Moved Pauline Weeks and Seconded Sonia Smith that Correspondence be received.  Carried

Treasurer’s Report for May 2023 by Treasurer Glenys Andrew    Balance B/F $3851.58   Income – Bank Interest $0.03, Membership $100.00     Total   $3951.61    Expenditure   Blooms Florist $50.00, Probus Information Day $46, Sandhurst Trustees  $1000.00, Ararat West Church $420.20.  Total $1516.20   Balance as per cash Book $2435.41. Balance as per Bank Statement $2435.41 Balance Term Deposit $2772.50. Interest $40.74   Plus $1000 transferred. Balance $3813.24   Rolled over until November 25, 2023 @ 4.20%. Petty Cash $24.02 Less Calculator $6.00 Balance $18.02    Moved by Treasurer Glenys Andrew that the May Financial Statement as presented is accepted and Accounts paid prior to the meeting be approved.  Seconded Anne Shalders   Carried

Reports   Publicity Nil

Camps   Rod McClurg reported that 53 members have shown interest in attending in Ballarat next March. A group booking has been made. No payment required until October. Camps Committee will give details closer to this time.

Bowls    Harry Wheeler said refer to information in Newsletter.  Investment not completed due to requests from bank for Club executive details and a copy the Club Constitution. All provided – this exercise has taken almost 3 weeks.

Website    Some problems with site. Will be reported to Rod McClurg.

Welfare    Glenda Hurstfield reported that Barbara Hope is in Ararat Hospital now. Alan Grant on holidays in Queensland. Bev Walker now residing in Gorrinn House. 

Movies Nil

History   Maureen Smart has added the Ararat Advocate Article published after the May meeting and also photos taken by Peter Kaczynski.

Syllabus   Ken Richie absent today. Has had verbal contact with President Joy. Next two month’s guest speakers are confirmed. Arrangements in hand. Moved David Haddow and Seconded by Herb Price that Reports be received. Carried

General Business    Nothing to report.
Lunch Numbers for Chalambar 20.  Ian Holwell conducted a Quiz assisted by glamorous helpers Pauline Weeks and Glenys Andrew.

Meeting Closed at 10:36 am

President Joy Wheeler introduced the Guest Speaker Elia Purtle. Elia works as a facilitator for the Upper Wimmera Landcare under the umbrella of Project Platypus which was established in 1994. Project platypus is a non-for-profit organisation which assists with the coordination of Landcare Groups. Since 1995 hundreds of volunteers of all ages have planted over one million trees to establish habitat for woodland birds and animals. Their long-term project and goal is to re-establish habitat for platypus, freshwater black fish, water rats and other small aquatic creatures which have disappeared from the local landscape. The establishment of the Grampians Pyrenees Biolink is a work in progress. The aim is to grow corridors linking these two large forest habitats which will enable the squirrel glider and other small mammals to establish themselves in these larger blocks or habitat islands. Elia also explained how many small country cemeteries are the home of many species of plants and grasses which are under threat. She displayed many of her hand drawn scenes using individual digital brushes on her laptop. All presents were amazed by her knowledge and skill as a presenter and her amazing Power Point talk. Tim Andrew thanked her and presented her with a Certificate of Appreciation and a Probus pen. 

President Joy Wheeler thanked Peter Kaczynski for setting up his projector. 

Harry Wheeler for Maureen Smart     Secretary                                      Joy Wheeler      President

(
