[image: ]
PROBUS CLUB OF ARARAT
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Greetings Probians. Welcome to the April 2026 Newsletter. I trust the Newsletter is finding you keeping well!
Welcome to the April Presidents Report.

Hi fellow Probarians. 
To those who went on the Annual Camp to Nagambie, wasn't it a great experience and so well organized with a fantastic variety of venues to visit whilst there. Also, plenty of free time to socialize. Many thanks to the organizing committee. No doubt Glenda will present a more detailed report in the future.

The portfolios of the new committee will be revealed at the April meeting, and I look forward to working with you all.  The future of the Probus Club of Ararat is, I feel in safe hands.

Many thanks to the hardworking sub-committee who worked so hard on the new Constitution and Standing Resolutions which have now been accepted by Consumer Affairs Victoria. A long process and hopefully one which won’t need to be revisited for a long time.

By the time you read this report, our Annual Bowls Tournament will have been conducted. A more detailed report will appear later. Hopefully our local teams will have had some success.

I look forward to catching up with you all at our next meeting but PLEASE REMEMBER, it is at the Maroona Historical Centre which is at the Maroona Recreational Reserve (Football Ground on the left just past the Primary School ) If possible, try and car pool especially with the price of fuel. Lunch will follow at the Maroona Hotel which has a great menu.
President Ian

APOLOGIES
            To be phoned or texted prior to the meeting to Secretary Ann on 0417328631
	



PROBUS CLUB OF ARARAT GENERAL MEETING 05/03/2026

Present: 50

Meeting commenced: 10.00 a.m.

Welcome: President Ian Holwell welcomed members to the March meeting.
Apologies: Jan Porter, Richard Fisher, Bill Byron, Anne Shalders, Teresa Reid, Rod Smart, Marlene Poon, Verna & Ambrose Joyce.

Moved Neil Billett  Seconded Joy Wheeler  Carried

Ian Holwell thanked those members who had attended Alan Grant’s funeral and had signed the condolence book. He noted that Alan had been an inaugural member of Ararat Probus.

Birthdays: Norm Clark, Ian Holwell, Harry Collins.
Anniversaries: Ian & Terry Holwell (married for 61 years).

Lunch at Challambar Golf Club – 17.

Visitors: The following visitors were introduced: Scott Wilkinson from W.A. by Harry Wheeler: Steve & Dot Knights by Mark Harrison: Deb Batten, who is new to Ararat and belonged to the Ladies’ Probus Club, Bacchus Marsh by Joy Wheeler.

Induction:  Ian Holwell inducted Geoff Wilkinson into the Club. Geoff thanked everyone for their welcome; in particular, Joy & Harry Wheeler, for encouraging him to join Ararat Probus.

Minutes of the previous meeting were circulated with the newsletter.

Moved  Pauline Weeks  Seconded Sonia Smith  Carried





Correspondence
Inwards
P.SP.L. - Registration of Constitution with C.A.V. – fee reduced from $347.10 to $183.10 – one off until 1st July. P.SP.L. On Course Tours & Travel. P.SP.L. Offer for “The Lion King” – arrives April – savings on group tickets (Wednesday sessions). P.SP.L. Management Update. P.SP.L. Updated Membership List – 64. P.SP.L. Guardian Funeral Planning. P.SP.L. Digital Retirees. P.SP.L. Probus Club Admin. Update: 50th Anniversary Celebrations. P.A.V. Information Day Dates. P.S.P.L. Wendy Wu Tours – discounted airfares.
Outwards  Nil
Moved Chris Clark  Seconded  Glenda Hurstfield  Carried

Treasurer’s Report February 2026

Balance B/Fwd. $416.60, Income Membership x 8 $480.00 Total $896.60.
Expenses: Lardner Bros Name Badge 11.50, Epsom Ink Cartridge (Newsletter) 41.31, Treasurer’s Petty Cash 100.00, Woolworths (biscuits & coffee) 30.50 Total $183.31
Cash Book Balance & bank Statement $713.29
Fixed Term Deposit Opening Balance $2692.81 Reinvested to 25th May, 2026. Interest rate 4%.
Treasurer’s Petty Cash Opening Balance $40.30, Plus Reimbursements 100.00 Balance $59.97.

Moved Glenys Andrew  Seconded Ray Hurstfield Carried

Glenys reminded members that membership fees were due: Membership - $60.00, Joining Fee - $20.00.

Glenys noted that she had been approached by a member re the increased membership and joining fees given the amount in the term deposit account. Glenys explained that $500.00 was withdrawn in 2023 and 2025 to cover extra expenditure, and in 2024 “The Advocate” donated $500.00 to the Club. She also said that there would have been a shortfall of $700-800.00 in 2026 if fees were not increased. She invited members to come forward if there were any further queries. She said that the Club cannot continuously withdraw extra amounts to cover the annual expenditure. 

Reports

Publicity: Ian Holwell has submitted articles to “The Advocate”.

Camps: Rod McClurg reported that 42 were going on the Camp. He noted that the weather was looking “comfortable”. He advised members that the best route was through Bendigo. Nancy McClurg will pass out information after the meeting. Rod will also email this information. He reminded members to bring this document to Camp.

Bowls: Rod McClurg reported that 3 teams would be going to Warrnambool on the 20th March. 9 teams have entered the Ararat Tournament – 30/3 - and 7 were queued up: Ararat Probus would be entering 4 teams. Probus Ararat will be sending 2 teams to Hopetoun on the 3rd April. 

Website: Rod McClurg said that there would be a lot of photos for the website this month – Camp, Bowls & the A.G.M. He asked members to submit photos to him.

Welfare: Pauline Weeks thanked Joy Wheeler for looking after Welfare in her absence. Pauline has been in contact with: Irene & Kerrin Gellie, Lawrie Tonkin, Ray Hurstfield, Anne Shalders, Verna Joyce and Norm Clark. She will also contact Bertha Grant.

Syllabus: Ken Richie said that there would be no guest speaker today due to the A.G.M. There would be the customary members’ quiz after the A.G.M. The April General Meeting will be at the Maroona Historical Centre, which is at the Maroona oval. Please let Ken know if you need a lift. The Gellies will provide morning tea. There is a gold coin donation for entry to the Historical Centre. Lunch will be at the Maroona Hotel. Numbers are required for the Maroona visit. Please let Ken know by email or text 2 days prior to the General Meeting.

History: Maureen Smart has placed the following photos in the History book: January Picnic in the Park, Harry Collins – Volunteer of the Year award, the Induction of Teresa Reid and Carmel Beer, Guest Speakers – Pam Wright, Irene Gellie and Stan Payne. Joy also said “Vale” to Alan Grant.

Joy Wheeler asked for helpers for the Ararat Bowls’ tournament.

Moved Nancy McClurg  Seconded  Jeanette Hawley  Carried

General Business

Harry Wheeler outlined the proposed Tag Along Trip to Rainbow:
· Tuesday – a.m. Yuranga Homestead – Tour & Lunch: p.m. Rainbow Silo – privately owned – elevator on the side and Art Gallery inside: dinner at a local licensed café (Haydens).
· Wednesday – a.m. Lutheran Church at Pella – 13-14kms. from Rainbow. Caravans to be left at the Rainbow Caravan Park. Demonstration on the pipe organ and talk by the Minister.
· Cost - $20.00 – Homestead lunch, $10.00 – Homestead Tour, $5.00 – Pella Church.
· Accommodation – Rainbow Caravan Park – information on the Hindmarsh Shire site.
Harry called for a show of hands of those interested. There was a good show of hands. 
More information will be published in the April Newsletter.

President Ian Holwell thanked the Camps Committee for their organisation and resourcing of the Camp. 

President Ian Holwell announced that the next item for General Business would be voting for the Recommended Constitution for the Probus Club of Ararat and the Club’s Standing Resolutions.

Ian said: 
· Mark Harrison and Lawrie Tonkin had been appointed scrutineers. 
· 50 members were present – a quorum (current Club membership – 64).
· Voting would be by show of hands.
· He held 4 Proxy Votes.

He then read the following Motions a. & b. to the members, noting that members had received notification of these motions and a copy of the Recommended Constitution and Standing Resolutions 21 days prior to this General Meeting:

a. That members by special resolution, hereby adopt the Recommended Constitution provided by Probus South Pacific Limited replacing the current constitution of the Club.
b. That members adopt the attached Standing Resolutions or By-laws of the Club.

Ian Holwell advised the members that for Motion a. to pass 75% of members present would need to vote in favour of this Motion. He called for a show of hands for Motion. a. – again reading out this Motion That members by special resolution, hereby adopt the Recommended Constitution provided by Probus South Pacific Limited replacing the current constitution of the Club.

Voting then proceeded. The scrutineers advised that there was more than 75% of the members present in favour of adopting the Recommended Constitution. Ian announced that the Recommended Constitution had been accepted by the Probus Club of Ararat.

Ian Holwell advised that voting would take place for Motion b. He advised members that for this motion to pass 50% of members present would need to vote in favour of this Motion. He called for a show of hands for Motion .b. – again reading out this Motion That members adopt the attached Standing Resolutions or By-laws of the Club.

Voting then proceeded. The scrutineers advised that there was more than 50% of members present in favour of adopting the Standing Resolutions. Ian announced that the Standing Resolutions had been accepted by the Probus Club of Ararat.

President Ian Holwell                                             Secretary Ann Sullivan


🤣 🤣 🤣 🤣 🤣 🤣
I told my vacuum cleaner it sucked, now we don’t talk anymore


MAROONA HISTORY CENTRE
&
MAROONA HOTEL LUNCH
From Ken (Our Syllabus Co-Ordinator)
Hello Probians, 
Here’s some information for you regarding our April meeting. 
As advised in March, our meeting on Thursday April 9th will take place at Maroona History Centre.  PLEASE DO NOT GO TO ARARAT WEST UNITING CHURCH AS YOU WILL BE THE ONLY ONES THERE. 
We will car share for the trip to Maroona, so please get together with other members and organise your own car pool. 
If you do need a ride, and find you are unable to organise one, please text or ring me on 0417106593 and I will arrange something for you. 
The meeting will start at our normal time of 10.00am. Irene and Kerrin Gellie will be our hosts and Irene has very kindly volunteered to provide morning tea.  Following our meeting, Kerrin will talk to us about the Maroona History Centre, and you will have time to look around the centre following Kerrin’s talk. 
The Maroona History Centre is located at the football ground as you approach Maroona and Kerrin will place a red flag on the roadside to indicate the entrance.  There is ample parking. If you reach the pub you’ve gone too far. Have a beer and return the way you came in.  
There is normally a gold coin donation for entrance to the History Centre to help defray running costs, so please remember to bring a gold coin.  Should you wish to donate a little extra  I’m sure it would be much appreciated. 
Following our meeting we will stroll down to the Maroona pub for lunch.  Elaine and I had lunch there recently and can recommend it. Their management have assured me that they will be able to handle individual ordering and payment so there is no need to pre-order. 
They would like fairly accurate numbers for those attending, so would you please text me on 0417106593 as soon as you read this if you intend to be there. Please text, as my memory is too unreliable for phone calls. I have to advise numbers two days before we go, so I need your replies by 12.00 midday, Monday 6th April. 
There is no need to advise me if you are not going.  This will be a great Probus outing and I look forward to seeing you all there. Ken R.
🤣 🤣 🤣 🤣 🤣 🤣
I’m reading a book on anti-gravity and it’s impossible to put it down



PROBUS POLO TOPS & CAPS
From Harry Wheeler

I have been in contact with Graeme at Fosters Mensland and this is what he can provide 
at a special price to Probus members. 

Good quality shirts are available in all sizes in our Probus colours.
The shirt with the Probus logo  will be $32.00
If you would like to have your own name under the logo it is an extra $6.00.

 Probus caps with the Probus logo are $15.00
Probus Bucket hats with the Probus logo are $15.00

These Probus Shirts and caps etc are not only for bowlers but are good worn at other events as
they make the wearer easily identified as a group member.

If you need one of these it would be best if you saw Graeme Foster  as he has a good knowledge of our needs.

YOUR NEW 2026-2027 MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

[image: ]
All Probians here is your newly elected Management Committee for 2026-2027 what a fine lot they are, don’t you think??
Back Row L-R 
Stan Payne, Mark Harrison, Pauline Weeks, Glenda Hurstfeild, Allan Wall, Ken Richie
Front Row seated
Glenys Andrew, President Ian Holwell, Ann Sullivan
Unfortunately Absent
Maureen Smart
🤣 🤣 🤣 🤣 🤣 🤣
Parallel lines have so much in common, it’s a shame they’ll never meet



COVID-19 update:
The latest strain:
BY CARLA MASCARENHAS  THE SENIOR Newspaper
A NEW COVID-19 variant is spreading quietly, and we are paying the price, experts say.
 The dominant strain, NB.1.8.1 a sub-lineage of Omicron - is now circulating widely across Australia and is flying under the radar.
 It's not causing the dramatic hospital surges seen in 2022, which is why it rarely makes headlines. But specialists say that does not mean it is harmless. NB.1.8.1 is highły transmissible, spreads faster than earlier Omicron variants, and has a shorter incubation period.
In the NSW reporting week (ending late Jan 2026), there were 426 new laboratory-confirmed cases, with roughly one in four of those cases being someone over the age of 70.
NB.1.8.1 has one signature symptom, the stabbing throat. Many patients report a sharp, stabbing pain when swallowing, often before other symptoms appear.
 Professor Peter Collignon, a microbiologist at the Australian National University, said age and underlying illness remain the biggest risk factors when it comes to COVID-19. "Older people often have heart disease, lung disease or other chronic conditions," he told The Senior. "COVID-19 can be the straw that breaks the camel's back."
 Most Australians over 50 have built up some immunity through vaccinations and infections, but protection weakens with age. "Your immunity tends to decline as you get older," he said. 
Professor Collignon also stressed that vaccine protection is short-lived, as "a booster only gives strong protection for about six months".
People 75 and over are advised to receive a COVID-19 booster every six months, according to the Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (ATAGI). Those aged 65 to 74 are recommended to get one every 12 months but are eligible every six months if they choose. Immunocompromised are advised to get a booster every 12 months.
Placing additional pressure on older immune systems is the so-called "Super-K" flu strain. Unlike typical flu that peaks in July, Super-K began surging in late 2025 and has persisted through the summer.
Are You UP TO DATE?
Article sourced from ‘THE SENIOR’ Newspaper www.thesenior.com.au


BOWLS REPORTS
Warrnambool Friday March 20th  Three teams travelled to Warrnambool for their Annual Probus bowls at City Memorial Bowls Club (under the dome). Only one team had any success with Neil Coates, Rod McClurg, Glenda Cameron and Geoff Wallace winning 2 games and only losing the last game by one shot. Rod managed to win chocolates for the ditch to ditch, and we also scored some raffle prizes. The best result of the day was getting 2 more teams to play in our tournament (from Terang and Koroit). A very enjoyable day playing at a venue with facilities not seen in our area.
 
Probus Club of Ararat Bowls Tournament was held on Monday March 30th, 2026
Our Annual Bowls tournament was held in perfect weather conditions with 22 teams (88 players) competing. Teams travelled from Ballarat, Warrnambool, Daylesford, Nhill, Warracknabeal, Hopetoun, Maryborough, Donald, Charlton, Koroit, Terang, Dunolly, Hamilton and Ararat, a very good result considering the fuel prices and availability. Competition was fierce but friendly on the beautifully prepared greens at Ararat Bowling Club,  ending up with 4 teams winning 3 games each. First place on the day went to Begonia City, followed by Warracknabeal, Warrnambool and a local team from Ararat ( Neil Coates, Geoff Wallace, Geoff Wilkinson and Pam Wright) coming in fourth. Very generous sponsor support from local businesses meant many players went home with prizes from either playing or the monster raffle.  Many club members helped out on the day including a team of hardworking ladies in the kitchen, raffle ticket sellers, photographers, umpire/manager and  bowls committee members.
All day it was evident that the fun, fellowship and friendship of Probus was alive and well with chatter and laughter in the clubhouse and on the greens.
Hopetoun Wednesday April 8th  2026   We are sending 3 teams to Hopetoun for their Annual Probus bowls. This will be the last event in the 25/26 season, with more kicking off in October. We are fortunate to have an excellent pool of players that are willing to travel to enjoy a game of bowls and support other clubs.
CAMPS
Another camp has been held, and the committee have received good feedback which we take on board. We thought our group of 42 was large, but when the Essential Caravanners  arrived with 140 caravans and 280 people setting up an enormous marquee we soon realised how small we were.  It was most pleasing to notice how well our group mixed and looked after each other with carpooling and general welfare. Thanks to those members that were always available to help set up and pack up at various venues. Our financial statement is presently being audited and will be available for perusal shortly. For now, the camps committee is in recess.

What a great job the Camps and Bowls sub-committees do. Hats off to you all, in providing recreational and social benefits for the members of the club and also promoting the Ararat Probus Club. Keep up the great work.!!!!!!!!!





	May
2026
	Committee
Meeting
	General
Meeting
	Chalambar
Coffee
	Guest
Speaker
	Morning Tea
Roster

	7th
	10.00am
	
	
	
	

	14th
	
	10.00am Meet at Pyrenees House (Ararat Hosp) Girdlestone St for General Meeting, then Morning Tea and a tour of Ararat Hospital followed by lunch at the RSL
	
	Tour of the Ararat Hospital
	Ken Richie & Tim Andrew. Start 9.30am Instructions on rear of syllabus

	21st
	
	
	10.00am
	
	



	Apr
2026
	Committee
Meeting
	General
Meeting
	Chalambar
Coffee
	Guest
Speaker
	Morning Tea
Roster

	2nd
	10.00am
	
	
	
	

	9th
	
	10.00am meet at the Maroona History Centre. Please see Newsletter for info
Lunch at the Maroona Hotel
	
	Irene & Kerryn Gellie
At the Maroona History Centre
To all members attending Gold coin donation thanks.
	Irene & Kerryn Gellie.
Maroona

	16th
	
	
	10.00am
	
	


YES, ITS THAT TIME OF THE YEAR AGAIN PROBIANS MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE DUE $60 per member.  PAYABLE BY MARCH 23,2026
Payment by the following,
Online EFT via Bendigo Bank transfer to Probus Club of Ararat using
BSB 633000 Account Number 144517661 please put your name as the reference in order for us to process your payment.
OR
Pay directly to Bendigo Bank Barkly Street using the above BSB and ACCOUNT numbers. Please advise the teller at time of processing, that your name is required as the reference in order for us to process your payment


🤣 🤣 🤣 🤣 🤣 🤣
I told my wife that she should embrace her mistakes, so she hugged me


image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




