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P.O. Box 258, Ararat 3377  www.probusararat.com Secretary Ann 0417328631
Email: a.sullivan3@bigpond.com
Greetings Probians. Welcome to the November 2026 Newsletter. Time to get that Christmas shopping sorted!
November 2026 President’s Report.

Hello fellow Probians. What an exciting time at our recent Mystery Tour. Great morning tea courtesy of the Willaura Hospital Ladies Auxiliary. A lovely drive on to Berrambool Estate where we were welcomed by owners, Neil and Jane, who then gave us a short history of the property. A sumptuous lunch was followed by a tour and explanation of the extensive renovations undertaken of the mansion. The tour concluded with a beautiful afternoon tea. A fantastic day enjoyed by all who attended.

Many thanks to our Syllabus Director, Ken Ritchie who chose a fantastic venue for our Mystery Trip. Well done Ken.

P.S. You can watch all the renovations undertaken over two years on Restoration Australia, Season 8, Episode 1 on ABC iView. Great viewing!

Look forward to catching up at our November Meeting.

Ian Holwell, President

APOLOGIES
To be phoned or texted prior to the meeting to Secretary Ann on 0417328631

PROBUS CLUB OF ARARAT GENERAL MEETING 08-10-2026
Meeting opened: 10.00 a.m.
Present: 46
Welcome: Ian Holwell welcomed Members to the Meeting.
Apologies: Dot Dykes, Harold Thomas, Lawrie Tonkin, John & Mieke Hunt, Allan Wall, Tim & Glenys Andrew, Bill Byron, Geoff Wallace, Rodney Byron, Norm Clark.
Moved Chris Clark  Seconded Pauline Weeks  Carried.
Visitors: Ken Richie introduced his wife, Elaine, to her 3rd Meeting: David Haddow introduced his wife, Gwen, to her 2nd Meeting.
Lunch numbers for the Leopold Hotel: 23.
Birthdays: Marg Carmichael
Anniversaries: David & Gwen Haddow – 58 years, Chris & Norm Clark – 65 years, Nancy & Rod McClurg – 50 years, Harry & Joy Wheeler – 37 years, Ray & Glenda Hurstfield – 49 Years, Ken & Elaine Richie – 55 years.
Minutes of the previous Meeting were circulated with the Newsletter.
No business arising.
Moved Anne Shalders  Seconded Jeanette Hawley  Carried.
Correspondence September
Inwards: P.S.P.L. Active Retirees Magazine. P.A.V. 12th November 2026 - 17th annual Probus Association of Victoria Golf Day at the Goonawarra Golf Club, in Sunbury. Fee to play - $50.00 each. P.S.P.L. On Course Tour Itineraries – Silo Trail & Goldfields, Victoria, & Broken Hill, plus “enter to win” 5-day Melbourne International Flower & Garden Show Tour. P.S.P.L. Membership Updated List 66. P.S.P.L. Wendy Wu Tours – Spring Travel Offers. P.S.P.L. October – Probus Month, plus a video message from Michael Ransom re 50th Celebrations. P.S.P.L. September Active Retirees. P.S.P.L. Keyton Village Retirement Promotional High Teas. Road Safe Central Highlands - Community Road Safety Council – Interactive session for drivers over 65. Warrak Fashion Parade – 13th October,1.30 p.m. Warrak Hall, $10.00 entry.
Outwards: Nil.
Moved Maureen Smart  Seconded Teresa Reid  Carried.
Ann Sullivan encouraged members to access the P.S.P.L. & P.A.V. sites to peruse travel deals and other offers from these organisations’ partners.
Ann also noted that Mark Harrison would be forwarding the latest Tech Talk articles from P.S.P.L. tomorrow (9th October). 
Ann encouraged members to keep a Probus medical card (available at the Meeting) on them when on Probus outings. These cards are optional for members, but highly desirable. 
Treasurer’s Report presented by Ian Holwell due to Allan Wall’s absence.
Ian noted that Allan Wall was now a signatory on the Probus Club of Ararat Inc. accounts, Bendigo Bank, Ararat, as moved by the Management Committee on 1st October
General Account Balance Brought Forward $2,032.25.
Incomes - Mystery Tour $1,380.00, Membership John Mawson $60.00. Subtotal Income $1,440.00 
Expenses M Harrison Newsletter $17.40, Probus South Pacific Postage $10.00 I Holwell Sicilian Guest Lunches $68.00, Probus South Pacific Capitation Fee $32.20. Subtotal Expenses $127.60 
Current Balance $3,344.65. 
Fixed Term Current Balance Interest Rate 4.9%. invested to 25/11/26 $2,759.90  
Treasurer’s Petty Cash $23.57. 
Total $ 6,128.12.
Moved Ian Holwell Seconded Mark Harrison  Carried. 

Reports
Publicity: Ian Holwell has sent an article to “The Advocate” referencing Jack Ward’s talk, plus a photo of Jack and Rod McClurg, who presented Jack with a Probus Club of Ararat Appreciation Certificate and Probus pen.
Website: Rod McClurg has posted photos of the Guest Speaker, Jack Ward, and the Warracknabeal Bowls’ Day.
Bowls: Rod McClurg reported that 3 teams from Ararat Probus competed at Warracknabeal. Nhill Tournament is on the 5th November. 3 teams will be going.
Camps: Glenda Hurstfield & Rod McClurg. No one guessed the destination of the 2027 Probus Camp correctly. Chocolates were handed out to those Members, who submitted possible destinations. The 2027 Probus Ararat Annual Camp will be at Naracoorte, S.A., 8th – 12th March. Those members, who are interested in going, should see Nancy McClurg for information at morning tea. Rod encouraged Members, who wanted to stay in cabins, to book them promptly.
Welfare:  Pauline Weeks said that she had texted Jan Porter, who has been in I.C.U., Ballarat, for 5 weeks. She noted that it was good to see Anne Shalders, Marg Carmichael, Jeanette Hawley and Nancy McClurg at the Meeting; all of whom have been unwell. Barry Joyce is starting to settle at Gorin House. Anne spends all day with Barry. Pauline has sent a card to Gerry Hirst, whose house was burnt down at the weekend.
Joy Wheeler reported that they had rung the Hirsts and that the family is managing arrangements for Gerry and do not require any assistance. Ian Holwell said that he and Stan Payne had visited the Hirsts.
Pauline Weeks said that she was organising the Christmas Lunch at the R.S.L. and would have details for Members at the November General Meeting. She noted that payment for the lunch will be required prior to the lunch date, and will need to be deposited directly into the Ararat Probus Club account.
Syllabus: Ken Richie said that today’s speaker would be Dr Faraz Ahmad, as Martina Holland is not available due to the group, with whom she works, booking her for another engagement without her knowledge.  She will speak at the November Meeting. Ken noted that 34 Members were booked for the Mystery Tour. Members should meet at the Uniting Church Hall at 9.30 a.m. Ken confirmed that the “Tipping Point” visit is going ahead on Thursday 19th November. Arrangements – catch the 7.11 a.m. train to Southern Cross Station, arrive at the Docklands studio by 10.40 a.m., out of the studio by 1.30 p.m. Details will be published in the Newsletter.
History: Maureen Smart has added photos of Tim and Glenys Andrew’s farewell, Jack Ward and Rod McClurg, plus photos of the Bowls Tournament.
Maureen asked that Members stayed seated for a P.S.P.L. 50th Anniversary photo.
Moved Pauline Weeks  Seconded Nancy McClurg  Carried.

General Business
Ian Holwell said that, despite the Mystery Tour, the booking for Coffee at Chalambar on the 15th October would remain available for those Members, who might like to attend.
Ian noted that the Management Committee is continuing to work on the Risk Management Policy.
Ian said that Members should consider taking on a role on the Management Committee as it was that time of the year when the Club is looking at succession planning. All positions will be declared vacant.
Pam Wright announced that a production of “Shenanigan’s Wake” will be performed at the Ararat Town Hall at 8.00 p.m. on the 4th-5th December. The audience format will be tables of 10. Bookings can be made at the Information Centre (either a table of 10 or “join” a table). Refreshments can be purchased in the foyer and ticketholders can bring a plate. There will be another performance at the Moyston Hall. Information re the above will be in “The Advocate”. 
Harry Wheeler spoke to Members about the small influx of brown moths currently in Ararat. He said that they were part of a migratory flight to the High Country.
Meeting closed: 10.37 a.m.
Ken Richie introduced the Guest Speaker, Dr Faraz Ahmad.
Dr Faraz outlined his life in Pakistan and his journey to Ararat, where he has worked at the Ararat Medical Centre for over 7 years.
· He was the youngest of three.
· His mother particularly encouraged him to have a good work ethic, and ensured that he had a good education.
· His mother passed away when he was 15 - his life “was turned upside down”.
· He put all his efforts into getting into medical school.
· His father passed away on 2nd December, 2024.
· He had dreamed of coming to Australia since Grade 7, when he learned about the country’s vastness and wild life. He also followed the Australian Cricket Team.
· In Australia he first worked in Gladstone and then Melbourne. However, he disliked the hustle and bustle of Melbourne. Thus Ararat!
· In Ararat he found the opportunity to look after a close-knit community. The best part of Ararat is: the welcoming community and the sense of belonging that the community gives you.
· The proudest moment of his life was becoming an Australian citizen.
· He feels that his life’s journey is an example for other immigrants.
Joy Wheeler presented Dr. Faraz with a Probus Club of Ararat Appreciation Certificate and a Probus pen. Joy thanked Dr. Faraz and said that Ararat was lucky to have such a “gentle gentleman”.
Secretary  Ann Sullivan    President  Ian Holwell


IMPORTANT MESSAGES ABOUT FORTHCOMING ACTIVITIES

FROM ROD

Camps
A reminder that cabins and powered sites are reserved for us until November 12th. Bookings so far are promising. Remember when booking to ask to be included in the Probus Ararat group

Bowls
We have 3 teams entered for Nhill on Thursday 5thNovember. Thanks to players for making themselves available and providing cars for transport. Results will be given at the meeting on November 12th.

FROM ANN

Lunch and coffee

As Chally is closed, lunch this Thursday 12th November will be at Sicilians. There will be no coffee morning on the 19th November due to the Tipping Point excursion.




FROM KEN
PROBUS “TIPPING POINT” TOUR THURSDAY 19/11/26
Hello Probians, this is a reminder to you all that the next club excursion is to a recording session of “Tipping Point” at the Channel 9 studios at Docklands on Thursday 19/11/26.
Sixteen members replied promptly to my first request and a big thank you to those folk, however we really need a lot more than that for a successful outing [I’ve booked 40 seats] so how about as soon as you read this you text me on 0417106593 or email me at kerichie1@gmail.com to tell me you’re going.
Details of the trip again are:

Depart Ararat station on the 7.11am train. It’s your responsibility to buy tickets.
Arrive Southern Cross 9.52am.

We cross Spencer Street to the tram stop at the corner of Spencer & Bourke Streets. The tram to Docklands is the no. 86 tram and they are due at 10.01, 10.09 & 10.16. The trip takes 10 minutes and we have to be at the studios by 10.40am so the last tram we can catch is the 10.16. I would prefer to catch an earlier one if we can so, sorry, no coffees and toilet stops only if disaster is imminent. Our stop is the last one at Docklands, so no need to panic about when to get off. It’s about 5 minutes’ walk to the studio. I understand there is a coffee and bikkie available when we arrive at the studio. Our session finishes about 1.00 to 1.30.

After “Tipping Point” we will have lunch at “Mojo-Jojo” in the Docklands complex next door to the studios. There is a good range of meals and a good range of prices. The manager assured me they would be able to take individual orders on the day, no need to pre-order. They offer a 5% discount if you pay for your meal in cash and they are happy for you to share a meal e.g. a toasted sandwich. The café is almost under the Melbourne Star Wheel so you can take a trip after lunch if feeling adventurous.

Following lunch, you are free to do as you wish. [There is shopping at Docklands and I know a number of men were looking forward to that.] Then catch the train of your choice back home. Please note, the no. 86 tram is the only one which drops you back at the Spencer & Bourke Streets stop. Any other takes a different route.
That’s it then, should be a really good fun day and I look forward to a torrent of replies when you read this. 
Ken Richie.
*********************************



(MAGICAL) MYSTERY TOUR
On Thursday 15th October 2026 some 36 Probians gathered at the West Ararat Uniting Church for this year’s Mystery Tour. It was not a complete mystery, in that our destination of Berrambool Homestead, via Willaura, had been known some weeks in advance, but the day would still provide some surprises and many revelations. Leaving the West Ararat Uniting Church at 10.00 a.m., the cavalcade of cars headed first for Willaura Memorial Hall which was reached comfortably by 10.30. At the Hall our first surprise was revealed. This was a sumptuous morning tea, fit for royalty, prepared and served by Heather Fleming, Heather Higgins and Jo Armytage from the Willaura Hospital Auxiliary. We were treated to a delicious array of scones, tarts, slices and cakes, washed down with tea or coffee. Heather Fleming introduced us to the history of the Hall and explained that the proceeds from our visit would go towards meeting special needs at the hospital for which funding was not otherwise available. After morning tea everyone took time to explore the Hall and other features of the township, including the beautifully renovated railway station and the newly created gardens in front of it. 
Leaving Willaura a bit before 12, the group headed south through Wickliffe and onto Wickliffe -Chatsworth Road to Berrambool. The Homestead is set on a bluff above the Hopkins River and surrounded by rolling countryside which, despite the long=term drought in that corner of the Western Districts, was looking spectacular in the spring sunshine. Berrambool itself is a bluestone, sprawling house, once part of a much larger estate, but now consisting of the house and a large bluestone set of stables at the rear. Built in the 1860s in the then popular Scottish baronial style, with Dutch gables, battlements and arrow slits, it has undergone extensive renovations and was featured on an episode of Restoration Australia, broadcast in May 2026 (series 8, episode 1, available on I View if you have not already seen it).
Upon arrival we were met by the owners of the property, Neil Gibbs and Jane Marchment. First things first, and for posterity’s sake, a group photo was taken on the front slate piazza of the homestead. Neil and Jane then provided us with a fine lunch of sandwiches, sausage rolls and quiche, and more tea and coffee, and introduced us to Berrambool itself. They gave us a wealth of information about the house’s history and the renovation story that they had lived since buying the house in 2022. This included some fascinating insights into the life and death of the original owner of the house, John Moffatt, and the subsequent legal battles over the estate, involving his 8 brothers. (All of this and more can be found in Wikipedia at the following link for those of you whose brain, like mine, struggled to remember all that Neil and Jane explained: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berrambool#:~:text=Berrambool%20is%20a%20historic%20homestead,located%20on%20an%20adjacent%20allotment.) What was very clear from Neil and Jane’s presentation was their love of the house and the great energy and enthusiasm which they had brought to its renovation. 
They then took us on a guided tour of the house itself, allowing us access to nearly all the rooms and highlighting both the detailed work and craftsmanship that had contributed to the renovations and the provenance of many of the pieces of period furniture which are now part and parcel of the house. I think we were all hugely impressed by the quality of the workmanship that had turned a run-down old house with holes in the roof, ceilings and floors, water damage, rising damp and rotting floorboards into a beautifully appointed interior with subtle colours for the rooms, classical fireplaces in Belgian and Italian marble, minutely restored pressed-metal ceilings, and a superb stained glass window-cum-door at one end of the main hallway. It was hard to believe that previous owners had raced motorbikes through that same hallway!
The visit was also remarkable  in bringing to light a long-distant connection between Probian Ian Wright and the homestead. In 1976, Ian had painted much of the interior of the house, including the four grand bedrooms which had been added to the house in the 1890s. The gilt work in the bedrooms around the fireplaces and on the arched niches in the hallway was all that remained of Ian’s handiwork, but Neil and Jane commented on the fact that when they were stripping back the walls for re-painting they twice came across Ian’s signature, the date and his stick figure motif.
The visit finished with another cup of tea and sweets and fruit for those who still had room, and then the group left for the return trip to Ararat at about 3.00pm. We all left with the impression that Berrambool was a really important part of the history of the Western Districts and that Neil and Jane had undertaken a Herculean task in restoring the homestead to its original condition. Our thanks go to Heather and the ladies in Willaura and to Jane and Neil (and Kay the welcoming watch dog) for making our trip to Berrambool especially memorable. Our thanks too to Ken Richie for organizing a day that, if not mysterious, was certainly magical, engrossing and thoroughly enjoyable.
*********************************************************

CHRISTMAS LUNCH

This year’s Christmas Lunch will be at the RSL on Thursday 12th December, starting at 12 pm. The cost is expected to be $40 per head. The menu will have alternating beef and chicken dishes for the main course and alternating Christmas pudding and pavlova for desserts. Pauline will provide full details at our meeting on 12th November.

***********************************************

PROBUS MEDICAL CARDS

Secretary Ann has a number of Probus Medical cards to give away. These cards record your personal details and health information should they be required in an emergency. They are entirely voluntary and can be obtained free of charge from Ann at Thursday’s meeting

*********************************************




ON THE SPOT
with
Dot Dykes
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How long have you been a member of Ararat Probus  

3 months

What attracted you to joining the Probus Club of Ararat?

Talking to friends in Ararat Probus and other Probus Clubs

Your favourite famous person or celebrity you would have to dinner?

Michelangelo

What would be the main course on the menu? 

BBQ, chops and burgers

Do you have a favourite football code and what team?

AFL, St Kilda

Your primary occupation before retirement? 

I ran a home cleaning business.




Do you have a sport or hobby at the moment?

Craftwork and cryptic crosswords

First car you owned?

Morris 1100, bought second hand in 1973

Significant others?

My husband Steve, two sons, one daughter and 10 grandchildren aged from 10 to 27

How long have you lived in Ararat?

5 1/2 years. Before that we were in North Croydon

Favourite movie?

I like horror movies, so  “I Know What You Did Last Summer”

Favourite music genre?

Country music, e.g. John Denver

What irks you?

Peoples’ behaviour.

If you were president of the world for a day, what would you fix?

Stupidity.

Where did you go to school?

I was born in Euroa but when young moved to Eurack for Primary School, then to Colac High School, then to Gordon Institute, Geelong to study for a Diploma in Art and Design.

Your favourite place you have travelled to?

Mont St Michel, Brittany, France

*******************************************************
POETS’ CORNER

As it is Remembrance Day on 11 November, I thought it appropriate to have two poems from World War 1. The first is a very well known and much loved one by Rupert Brooke. The second Is a lesser known one by the English poet Eleanor Farjeon, who may be better known to you as the author of the hymn Morning has Broken. It was written for her friend and poet Edward Thomas, who was killed in the Battle of Arras on Easter Monday, 7 April, 1917.


THE SOLDIER

If I should die, think only this of me:
That there’s some corner of a foreign field
That is for ever England. There shall be
In that rich earth a richer dust concealed;
A dust whom England bore, shaped, made aware,
Gave, once, her flowers to love, her ways to roam;
A body of England’s, breathing English air,
Washed by the rivers, blest by suns of home.

And think, this heart, all evil shed away,
A pulse in the eternal mind, no less
Gives somewhere back the thoughts by England given;
Her sights and sounds; dreams happy as her day;
And laughter, learnt of friends; and gentleness,
In hearts at peace, under an English heaven.

Rupert Brooke


EASTER MONDAY (IN MEMORIAM E.T.)

In the last letter that I had from France
You thanked me for the silver Easter egg
Which I had hidden in the box of apples
You liked to munch beyond all other fruit.
You found the egg the Monday before Easter,
And said, ‘I will praise Easter Monday now –
It was such a lovely morning’. Then you spoke
Of the coming battle and said, ‘This is the eve.
Good-bye. And may I have a letter soon.’

That Easter Monday was a day for praise,
It was such a lovely morning. In our garden
We sowed our earliest seeds, and in the orchard
The apple-bud was ripe. It was the eve.
There are three letters that you will not get.

Eleanor Farjeon

******************************************
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DEAR READERS

In case you wish to comment on the Newsletter’s content or to add content of your own correspondence will be entered into. Contributions are welcome and you can contact the Editor at: 

Email: maharrison@csu.edu.au
Phone: 0401 148 013
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	10.00am
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	No speaker
Ararat West Primary School Choir (TBC).
	Nancy and Rod McClurg

	
	
	
	No coffee this month
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