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Greetings Probians. Welcome to the October 2026 Newsletter. Great to see longer days and shorter nights!
October 2026 President’s Report.

Welcome to all Probus Members. It is great to see the large number of members attending our meetings due to the return of our winter travellers. Our September meeting had 55 attendees. A small presentation was made to Tim and Glenys Andrew who are moving to Ballarat. We wish them well in their move.
Bard of the Backblocks- Birch's Bay, Ararat and beyond. We have a resident poet in our midst! Our newsletter editor Mark is a dark horse whose poems are funny, satirical and at times quite moving. I have read the book from cover to cover and couldn't put it down. As the TV personality, Molly Meldrum used to say " Do yourself a favour" and get one. I'm sure you will enjoy it.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Please see very embarrassed newsletter editor’s note at the end of the Newsletter.] 

Our guest speaker was Jack Ward. As a student at Ararat College, Jack was part of a team that presented A.C.NEWS for three years. He did work experience at both Channel 9 at Melbourne and the ABC at Ballarat then progressed to doing pod casts for 12 months. Jack was employed by Craig Wilson from The Advocate in Ararat whilst completing his VCE eventually gaining his Bachelor of Communication at RMIT
After joining Channel 9, Jack eventually worked as Assistant Chief of Staff before progressing up to be a Chase Reporter that we now see on our weekly TV news. Long hours, confrontations during demonstrations, car accidents and bushfires are all in a day’s work. Despite all these situations, Jack said he is still passionate about his work.
Following questions, Jack was thanked by Probian Rod McClurg who presented him with a Certificate of Appreciation and a Probus Pen noting that Jack was still living the dream

Ian Holwell, President


APOLOGIES
To be phoned or texted prior to the meeting to Secretary Ann on 0417328631

PROBUS CLUB OF ARARAT GENERAL MEETING 10/09/2026

Meeting opened: 10.00 a.m.

Present: 54

Welcome: Ian Holwell welcomed members to the meeting.

Apologies: Joy & Harry Wheeler, Dot Dykes, Allan Wall, Mick & Rose Dowd, Jeanette Hawley, Jan Porter, Lawrie Tonkin, Marg Carmichael, Chris & Norm Clark, Marlene Poon, Stan Payne.

Moved Ray Hurstfield.  Seconded Anne Joyce.  Carried

Visitors: Ken Ritchie introduced his wife, Elaine, to her second meeting.

Birthdays: Ray Hurstfield, Tim Andrew, Ken Ritchie, Verna Joyce.
Anniversaries: Tim & Glenys Andrew.

Minutes of the previous meeting were forwarded with the Newsletter. No business arising.

Moved Terry Holwell. Seconded Rod McClurg. Carried.

Lunch numbers for Sicilians: 16

Correspondence August
Inwards: Probus Club of Eaton, W.A. – request to participate in virtual walk for 50th Anniversary celebration. P.S.P.L. Wine offer. P.S.P.L. Updated membership List – 65. P.S.P.L. Management Committee Update re P.S.P.L. A.G.M., virtual information sessions and Guardian information re end-of-life planning. P.S.P.L. Webinar 22nd September – Ageing Well. P.S.P.L. How Clubs are celebrating the 50th Anniversary from Marg Robinson. Graeme McIntosh – advertising book “A Kombi Named Blue”. P.S.P.L. August Active Retirees. P.S.P.L. Invitation to share your Probus story and win a Probus Hamper.
Outwards: Ian Holwell replied to Eaton Probus Club.

Moved Anne Shalders.  Seconded Pauline Weeks. Carried.

Treasurer’s Report
Balance B/Fwd $1685.25 Income: Mystery Tour (M. Dowd) 120.00 Membership x2 90.00 Joining Fee x2 40.00 = 250.00 = $1935.25. Expenses  Lardner Bros 2 x name badges – 23.00 = $1912.25. Bank Statement & Cash Book Balance $1912.25 Fixed Term Deposit Opening Balance $2746.55 Interest to 25 Nov.’26 Interest Rate 4.9%. Treasurer’s Petty Cash Opening Balance $23.57.
Moved Glenys Andrew.  Seconded David Haddow. Carried.
Ian Holwell noted that Tim & Glenys Andrew were moving to Ballarat and as such would leave a “big hole” in the Club. He said that Glenys had been Treasurer for 5 years and had also provided wonderful Christmas decorations at the Club’s annual Christmas celebration. Ian noted that Tim had produced most interesting Club Newsletters, and also remarked upon the fact that his work in regards to the cost of registration of the new Club Constitution for Ararat Probus and other Victorian Clubs in 2025 had assisted in savings for Clubs. He presented a gift of appreciation to Tim and Glenys.
Tim Andrew thanked Club members on behalf of himself and Glenys. He said that it had been an “enjoyable ride”, where they had made good friendships. He commented that Ararat Probus was currently in a good position.
Reports
Publicity: Ian Holwell noted that the article and photo of Neil Marriott, speaker from W.A.M.A., had been published in “The Advocate”.
Bowls: Rod McClurg reported that Warracknabeal Probus Bowls are being held on September 24th. 3 teams have been entered. Nhill – 1st or 2nd November, Warrnambool – 19th March, Ararat – 5thApril.

Website: Rod McClurg said that the website has been updated each month. He thanked Maureen Smart for the photos.

Camps: Glenda Hurstfield said that there was 6 months to go before the camp. Clues so far- 1. Cabins are not on stilts, 2- A pretty drive, 3 – Ararat Probus has not been there before. Members were invited to guess the location. A small prize will be presented to the person who guesses correctly. In October – all will be revealed.

Welfare: Pauline Weeks thanked Stan Payne for looking after welfare in her absence. Pauline noted that after a fall Barry Joyce is in Gorrinn House. Pauline wished Anne Joyce all the best. Rodney Byron is in hospital as a result of blackouts. Marg Carmichael is in rehabilitation following a lung collapse. Jan Porter is in hospital due to sepsis. Val Tonkin has had pneumonia and now has vertigo. Ray Hurstfield is recovering from a cataract operation.

Syllabus: Ken Ritchie confirmed that Jack Ward was today’s speaker. He noted that the October Mystery Trip was low on numbers. 

History: Maureen Smart has placed photos of Neil Marriott and John Mawson, plus Neil’s brochure in the History Book; also photos of Brendan Holland’s and Dot Dyke’s induction.

Moved Maureen Smart  Seconded Mark Harrison  Carried

General Business
Ian Holwell announced that Allan Wall, with the assistance of Carmel Beer, would be taking on the role of Treasurer.

Ian said that Ann Sullivan, Allan Wall and he would be meeting to further review the proposed Risk Management Policy.

Mark Harrison invited interested members, who wished to be part of a small fishing group that would fish the local lakes monthly, to see him. 

Mark also announced that his poetry book, “Phishing on the Doggerel Bank”, was for sale. Flyers were placed on the table for members’ perusal. Mark noted that the official book launch was in Tasmania in 2 weeks. He said that if members were interested in buying the book to see him as he could get a better price from the publisher. 

Meeting closed 10.25 a.m.

Guest Speaker: Jack Ward

Ken Ritchie introduced Jack Ward from Channel 9 News. Ken noted that Jack spoke to Ararat Probus members 3 years ago. Ken also welcomed Jack’s grandmother.
Jack highlighted the following:
· In February 2027 it would be 5 years since he joined 9 News.
· At Ararat College he was part of a team that presented “A.C. News” for 3 years.
· Year 10 he did his work experience at Channel 9; meeting Peter Hitchener for the first time. He also completed one week at A.B.C., Ballarat.
· 2020 – Jack presented podcasts for 12 months. Craig from “The Advocate” employed Jack whilst he was doing his V.C.E. Jack won the Student Journalist of the Year.
· After V.C.E. Jack commenced a Bachelor of Communications in Journalism at R.M.I.T. (completed in 2024). He also took on the job of Assistant Chief of Staff at Channel 9. 
· At Channel 9 he also spent 18 months behind the scenes in production. Then he went out as a chase reporter.
· Jack spoke about the long hours, the difficulties encountered e.g. at demonstrations crowds can be anti media, confronting the trauma of car accidents and bushfire aftermath. He noted that he met some amazing people on the job.
Jack said that he was passionate about his job.
Rod McClurg thanked Jack for giving up his time and noted that “he was living the dream”. He presented Jack with a Probus pen and certificate of appreciation.

Secretary  Ann Sullivan                     President  Ian Holwell

***********************************************

PROBUS 50TH BIRTHDAY – OCTOBER IS PROBUS MONTH
A quick reminder that we will be celebrating 50 years of Probus at our meeting on the 8th. The Committee will be preparing a veritable banquet of foods for morning tea, so come prepared! 

**********************************************
PROBUS MEDICAL CARDS
Secretary Ann has a number of Probus Medical cards to give away. These cards record your personal details and health information should they be required in an emergency. They are entirely voluntary and can be obtained free of charge from Ann at Thursday’s meeting

TWO IMPORTANT NOTES FROM KEN;
Non-Mystery Tour
Hello Probians, a reminder that our trip to Berrambool Homestead is on Thursday 15th October. I have 27 members attending, which is not bad I guess, but I would like to see a lot more for what should be a great day out. The details again – car pooling at Ararat West Uniting Church at 9.30AM for departure at 10.00AM. I will lead the way in my car so we can all get lost as a group. Cost, which covers morning tea, lunch and guided tour, is $60.00 each. Please text me on 0417106593 or email me kerichie1@gmail.com, if you are coming, if you are taking your car or if you require a ride. Payment is to Probus Club of Ararat Inc BSB 633 000 A/C No. 144517661. PLEASE REMEMBER TO INCLUDE THE NAMES OF THOSE PAYING so we have a record. Please give some thought to coming along, it will be a great day. Cut off date for registration is 7th October.
Guest Speakers
Martina Holland will not be speaking at our October meeting as the group she works with double booked her without her knowledge. She will now speak at our November meeting instead. I have asked Dr Faraz Ahmad to swap from November to October which he said he will do which is very good of him.
*********************************************************
ON THE SPOT
with Committee Member
Stan Payne
[image: ]
How long have you been a member of Ararat Probus?
2 years
What attracted you to joining the Club?
Had a number of friends in Probus here in Ararat and Merilyn and I joined together.
Your favourite famous person or celebrity you would have to dinner?
Paul McArtney – love his music
What would be the main course on the menu? 
Aussie lamb loin chops at my place.
Do you have a favourite football code and what team?
AFL, Essendon Bombers
Your primary occupation before retirement? 
Prison Officer here in Ararat. Before that, worked on the railways from the age of 16.
Do you have a sport or hobby at the moment?
Tennis. Also play a bit of bowls and an occasional round of golf. Hope to play competition tennis again this summer.
First car you owned?
Holden HD, 1960s model (produced 1965-1966), bought second-hand
Significant others?
Married to Merilyn, one son (in Maryborough) and one daughter (in Yarrawonga), one granddaughter and three grandsons.
How long have you lived in Ararat?
Since June 1982, so 44 years so far.
Favourite movie?
Pretty Woman
Favourite music genre?
Roy Orbison is my all time favourite singer, so any of the style he sang – rock and roll, blues, country.
What irks you?
Donald Trump.
If you were president of the world for a day, what would you fix?
Would try to get everyone to live in peace so that we can all enjoy this beautiful planet.
Where did you go to school?
Dimboola Memorial High School. Left at 16 to work for the railways.
Your favourite place you have travelled to?
Up through the Centre from Flinders Ranges through Alice Springs to Darwin.
**********************************


BOWLS NEWS from Rod

Our club sent 3 teams to Warracknabeal for their Probus bowls on Thursday September 24th. There were 14 teams playing travelling from Charlton, Minyip, Hopetoun, Nhill, Dunolly, Donald and Ararat with the host club having 3 teams. We had mixed results with the Stawell boys (Neil Coates, Rodney Byron, Geoff Wallace and ring in Rod McClurg) winning their 3 games and finishing 4th on the day. Rhonda Walls team including Harry Wheeler, Carmel Beer and VRI bowler Arthur Bullow scoring wins and finishing 5th. Our other team, comprising Allan Wall, Neil Billett, Ian Holwell and VRI bowler Alan Pascoe had a difficult time battling to get a win all day.

Neil Billet won the spider, however we didn’t get to share the chocolates. The green was good to play on and overcast weather made it a most enjoyable day, with the catering providing an excellent lunch and afternoon tea. The raffle was much more productive with 8 Ararat players collecting prizes. Gary McLean the bowls director at Warracknabeal introduced a new idea to me, having the skipper spot the kitty instead of the lead rolling it down. This saved time and all comments I heard were positive.

Our next Probus bowls is at Nhill on Thursday November 5th: write it on the calendar. We will be looking to enter 2 teams, so let Rod or Allan know if you can play. Other Probus bowls in 2027 will be at Warrnambool in March, our day on April 5th and Hopetoun in April.

Please see the photo gallery on the next page. Photos courtesy of Rhonda Wall.

CAMPS REPORT from ROD
At the October meeting the Camp's committee will reveal our destination for the 2027 camp. We have visited the location and also met with members of the local Probus clubs. The day was extremely productive and everyone we dealt with was helpful and positive. Nancy and Glenda will hand out information about booking your cabin/powered site at morning tea. If you will not be at the October meeting, contact Rod and we will get the paperwork to you.

**********************************************8
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*******************************************************
POETS’ CORNER
Our guest poet this month is Terry Holwell. These poems were written some time ago for her grandchildren.
Koalas

Koalas look cuddly,
But their claws can be sharp.
They climb up the gum trees
In bushland and park.
They eat gum leaves for breakfast,
For lunch and for tea.
No ice-cream or biscuits
For them, for you see,
That would make them quite sick,
And that would be sad.
So we'll let them eat gum leaves,
And they won't feel so bad.

Kangaroos

A kangaroo came hopping by
With her long, long tail held way up high.
Her joey slept in her pouch, like a pocket,
And, as she hopped, it would slowly rock it.
Joeys stay safe, cosy and warm,
And cannot come to any harm.
Kangaroos can be grey or brown.
They stay in the bush, and don't like the town.
They drink from swamps, and nibble grass,
And when they hop, they go so fast
That you couldn't catch one if you tried.
As they travel through bush and countryside.
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	10.00am
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	Pam and Ian Wright. Morning eats courtesy of the Committee
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	Mystery tour. Meet at 9.30 am at West Uniting Church Hall, depart at 10 am.
	10.00am
	
	


	

	
	
	




Note from a very embarrassed editor.

In these days of rampant corruption, you could be forgiven for thinking that I had paid our very honourable and honest President to write those comments in his opening message about my book. However, I do not have nearly enough money to pay him for such a wonderful testimonial and all I can do is thank him for it. Modesty prevents me from disagreeing with him.

Should any of you feel like taking up Ian’s exhortation to get a copy, please let me know and I will do my best to get you a copy direct from the publisher. It is also available from Booktopia, Amazon, Barnes & Noble and Indigo should you wish to shop for it online. If you do so, beware the prices they are charging. Its official price is $19.99. Remember, it’s a great gift. You can read it first and then give it to someone you don’t particularly like.

Email: maharrison@csu.edu.au
Phone: 0401 148 013
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